ADDRESS 

OP THE 

LONDON TRADES' DELEGATES 

TO THE TRADES OF 

GREAT BRITAIN & IRELAND* 



" Awake, arise, or be for ever fallen ! " 



Fellow-men,— Having been delegated by the trades of London 
to frame a constitution for a National Organization of Trades for 
the Industrial, Social, and Political Emancipation of Labour, we 
now submit for your approval the following fundamental principles, 
which we have adopted after long and serious deliberation, as 
being best calculated to extricate all classes of the community who 
live by industry from their present degraded and prostrate con- 
dition ; and we earnestly recommend the trades throughout the 
empire, to lose no time in concentrating the intelligence, the 
energies and the means they possess, to carry out those great and 
important principles which we propose as the basis of a great 
National Trades Union. 

1st. That the land being the gift of the Almighty to the people 
universally, ought to be held in sacred trust by the State for their 
benefit and not be exclusively possessed by a fractional part of the 
community. 

2. — That the elective franchise should be extended to every 
man twenty-one years of age, of sound mind and uncontaminated 
by crime. 

3. — That Education should be secured by the Government for 
the people, and that such education on the part of the State, should 
oe of a strictly scientific and secular character without in any 
way interfering with the rights of parents to give such religious 
instruction to their children as they may think fit. 

4. — That those laws which restrain the expansion of the cir- 
culating medium (money) should be repealed, and a representative 
currency excheqair notes forthwith issued by the Government equal 
to the amount of taxes levied for the current year. 



•From the Power of the Pence 1849. 
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5. — That, as Great Britain and Ireland contain a superabundance 
of land, skill, and capital, to profitably employ, and comfortably 
support more than double the present population, the Government 
should introduce a bill establishing self-supporting home colonies 
to give immediate employment to the numerous, but compulsory 
unemployed of our population. 

6. — That the application of machinery should be made available 
to the interest of the whole community, and that foreign manufac- 
tures, as also goods made in prisons and workhouses ought not to 
be introduced into the home market, except upon such conditions 
as will secure the tradesman and artizan from the ruinous conse- 
quence of unequal competition. 

7. — That, for the just protection of labour, Local Boards of 
Trade should be established, composed of an equal number of 
masters and men under the superintendance of a minister of labour, 
whose office would be to give an impetus to the industrial opera- 
tions of the nation, and act as an impartial arbitrator between 
employers and employed. 

8. — That taxation should be equalized by substituting for all 
other taxes a graduated property tax. 

[The value of real and personal property in Great Britian only, 
is computed by Mr. Ayres (author of the Financial Register and 
editor of the JBanJeef's Circular, 1859) to be six thousand millions. 
Now this immense sum at 6d. in the pound would yield the enor- 
mous sum of 150 millions annually ; but as less than half this 
amount only is required, the smaller capitalists might have their 
property assessed in proportion to their diminution — say from 6d. 
to 4d., 2d., and Id., leaving industry by such arrangement much 
less encumbered.] 

These are the principles which, in our opinion, ought to form 
the basis of a great National Union ; and we now call upon the 
trades of Great Britian and Ireland to unite in one firm and 
indissoluble bond, to carry out the objects propounded in the 
foregoing constitution. 

We have placed as the first proposition the universal right of 
the people to the soil, as we are strong in our conviction that the 
usurpation of the land is the primary cause of the distress under 
which the mass of the people are now suffering. 

Yes, let it everywhere be proclaimed in the most solemn and 
positive manner, that there is no hope whatever of any real amelio- 
ration in the deplorable condition of the workmen of this country, 
so long as the land remains looked up from their labour, and they 
are driven from the bosom of the soil which ought to yield them 
sustenance and support by their industry. As the earth is the 
great primary source from whence is derived all that is useful to 
the comfort and sustenance of man, we demand that we shall be 
permitted to labour on our country's soil for the production and 
distribution of wealth requisite for our subsistence, and the surest 
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mode of increasing the national prosperity and resources, and im- 
parting solidity and security to the commonwealth. 

We demand hiatthe elective franchise shall be extended to every 
man who has attained the proper age to exercise the rights of citizen- 
ship, as the only means by which labour can obtain a fair and equitable 
protection by the legislature in common with all other interests of the 
community, and that the male adult population of Great Britian 
and Irelaud, shall no longer be treated as outlaws by the constitu- 
tion of their country We are strong in the belief that the virtues 
or vices of a nation, are in a great measure the result of its legis- 
lation, and we are convinced that the wisdom of the empire cau oe 
best collected in the legislature by a complete representation of 
the people. 

We are deeply impressed with the belief that ignorance and 
poverty are the parents of crime, the evil counsellors that wage 
continued war against the peace and progression of society, and 
wholly incompatible with a well governed state, the safety or 
prosperity of the empire, or the happiness of the people. We 
there lore declare, that it is the duty of the Government to secure 
a real practical, scientific, and secular education for the people, as 
the only means of fully developing the genius and intellect of the 
nation, and rendering it subservient to the interests of the whole 
comniuuity. Since it is decreed by the organic laws that govern 
the constitution of man, that the mind is inseparable from the zody 
and that whotsoever tends to oppress the one, is equally injurious 
to the other, and as the body can only receive strength and support 
from 1 he fruits arising from labour, as the mind receives knowledge 
and vigour from instruction, it follows that a sufficient proportion oi 
aliment for each is indispensable to the rational existence of man, we 
furthermore declare that it is the duty of a government to afford every 
facility to the people to provide for themselves useful employment ; 
and as we believe that would be the best effected by the establish- 
ment of self-supporting home colonies, we therefore urge the trades 
of the United Kingdom to impress upon the Government the 
necessity of introducing a bill into Parliament to sanction the for- 
mation of those industrial establishments, as the best and most 
profitable means of providing useful employments for the people. 

We have bestowed much consideration upon our money laws, 
and pronounce them to be most pernicious to industry, and tatal to 
the best interest of the nation. We therefore declare, that what 
we require is, a currency that will enable the community at large 
to be accommodated with an instrument of just and equitable 
exchange, and not continue to be systematically plundered by the 
unnatural fluctuations in the value of money, in relation to the 
articles for which it is exchanged, arising from the restriction and 
usurpation of the circulating medium, which invest the monied 
power with the secret and subtle mechanism of the most iniquitious 
usury and peculation. 
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We next appeal to you as thinking men, and ask you whether 
there be not something fearfully wrong in that state of society 
which systematically converts workmen into prisoners and paupers, 
and employs them in their degraded position in the manufacture 
of articles which are brought into the market to compete and 
reduce to their standard the industrious workmen who have strug- 
led to escape these living catacombs of human misery in which 
their unequal competitors are confined. Behold, then in that, the 
cause of our declaration, why goods made in prisons and work- 
houses ought not to be Drought into unequal competition with the 
tradesman and artizan. 

Having said thus much upon the main features of the fundamen- 
tal principles of the constitution, we now call upon you to unite 
with all the earnestness of men who have consecrated themselves 
to their redemption. 

Recollect, you must be the instrument of your own regeneration ! 
If ever there was a time in the history of your country when union 
was required among all classes who live by labour, the present 
period, above all, demands you should unite. Bear in mind you 
have but one or two alternatives to choose. You must either con- 
sent to allow yourselves and your children to he victims of the 
most subtle and systematic oppression that was ever concocted, or 
you must unite and hold the monstrous system up to public scorn 
and indignation, until the unanimous voice of the nation proclaims 
it shall be no more. Let not the golden maxim of Lord Bacon be 
forgotten, that " Knowledge is power, and union is strength." Be 
it also understood that it is only by a concentration of the know- 
ledge, the means, and the energies of the trades of this empire, 
that they can ever be emancipated, and it is equally certain that 
while they remain disunited, they will continue to be enslaved. 
Believe us, it is no vain appeal that we are constrained to make to 
you in this unparalelled epoch of our country's oppression. We 
call aloud with one unanimous voice to the genius of British indus- 
try, and bid it arise and know itself, and behold that the impious 
hand of privileged and selfish legislation is upon it, and threatens 
it with destruction, which can only be averted by union, and a 
correct knowledge of the causes by which it is enslaved. Finally, 
we ask you in this concluding appeal, whether you are prepared 
to sit down tamely and look on with indifference at your own 
destruction ? It you are, then we tell you frankly that you justly 
deserve the fate that awaits you, and the execration of future gen - 
erations. Let the oppressed take courage, and the innocent cheer 
up. If you will only unite, all will yet go well. Unite then 
without delay, and you may rely upon the energies and devotion 
cf the Trades' Belegates. 

Signed on their behalf, 

JAMES O'LEAEY, Chaibman. 
A. E. DELA.FOKOE, Secbbtaby, pro tem. 



